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Mr Shane Love; Mr Dean Nalder 

NEW NORCIA BYPASS 

220. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Transport: 

Many people in my electorate, especially those in the New Norcia monastic community, have for several 
decades raised concerns about the impact to the monastery of heavy vehicles travelling through this unique 
location. Can the minister advise when their prayers will be answered? 

Mr D.C. NALDER replied: 
I thank the member for his concern in this matter and for his efforts to progress the matter on behalf of his 
community. 

I had the fortunate experience yesterday of visiting New Norcia with the member for Moore and I was able to 
inform the community that we are progressing with a bypass around New Norcia. Mr Speaker, I can tell you that 
the monks of New Norcia were rapt! They feel that their prayers have been answered. They have been working 
on this issue for more than 10 years and cannot believe how quickly the government has brought this together. 

I was lobbied about eight months ago by the local Shire of Victoria Plains. I can announce that we will be 
putting in a six-kilometre bypass, which will include an 80-metre bridge on the east side of New Norcia. 
Construction will commence in early 2016 and it will be completed by mid-2017. Currently, some 1 300 vehicles 
a day travel through New Norcia, of which about 42 per cent are heavy vehicles. This bypass will be a great 
outcome — 

Mr M.P. Murray: What about Collie? 

Mr D.C. NALDER: The member for Collie–Preston wants to talk about Collie, but his shadow minister actually 
acknowledged that Labor dropped the ball when it came to Collie, and this government is doing something about 
Collie. 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I am talking about New Norcia. This is an absolutely great outcome for the community of 
New Norcia. It will be able to become once again an area of peace and tranquillity. That is exactly what the 
community is looking for, and that is exactly what this government is delivering for the people of New Norcia, 
and I think it is a great outcome. 
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